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MASS is available on Columbia Records:

Zerecord S8Y L M2 31008
Twe Cassette sel ., . ....................... MTX 31008
8-track Cardridge .............. .. ..., oo MAXS1008
Reel to Reel ... oo MRX 31008
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This piano-vocal seore is not intended as a detailed production guide, but rather as a documentation of the
original production. The stage directions have been reduced (o & necessary minimumy; for fuller detali, a biccking
script is available from the publisher,

Thes first edition incorporates ¢ §
mentioned below

tam particuiarly thankful to Thomas Cothran for his special assistance in preparing this score.

ow minor revisions which may not correspond to the Columbia recording

L.B.

Photograph on cover by Hony Greesman
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MASS was created for the Opening of the' John F. Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts in Washington, D.C,, September 8, 1971,

¢

Musical Director Maurice Peress
Celebrant: Alan Titus

Norman Scribner Choir  The Berkshire Boy Choir, Jonathan Gram, Soloist

Directed by
Gordon Bavidson

Choreography by Alvin Ailey

Settings by Costumes by Lighting by
Ofiver Smith Frank Thompson  Gilbert Hemsley, Jr.
Produced by Associate Producer /
Roger L. Stevens Schuyler G. Chapin 5

THE SETTING

There is a continucus path that originates in the pit and rises as stairs onto the
stage apron where there is a square of earth suggesting a small consecratad
area. This path leads te a central playing area which, in lurm, leads 1o 3 raised
circutar Altar space and then continues as stairs thal ascend to a distant summit
point, '

During the third sequence, cholr pews appear upslage right and teft, abutting
the stair path, and remain there throughout the work.

THE PERFORMERS

The orchestra is divided into two parts: A pit orchestra of strings and percus-
ston, plus two organs (a concert and “rock” organ); a stage orchestra of brass,
woodwinds, electric guitars and keyboards, etc. These stage instrumentalists are
in costume and act as members of the cast.

The chorus of street people consists of singers and dancers. Filling the up-
stage pews is a sixty-member mixed choir in robes.

A complement of dancers in hooded robes play Acolyles who assist the
Celebrant in the ritual of the Mass.

I addition to the original version, & reduced orchestration as well as a
version for chamber group are available.

Performance malerials for MASS may be
oblained from the publisher.
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Text from the Liturgy of the Romen Mass

Additional Texts

Stephen Schwartz ond Leonard Bernstein

SPEAKER I
Right front

by

MASS

| DEVOTIONS BEFORE MASS

1. Antiphon: Kyrie Eleison

In total derkness o
corners of the house.

Allegretio con spirito
ma mare.

¢ = 108

L.eonard Bernstein

Quadraphonic tape is heard, coming from four speakers placed in the Tour
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1. In nomine Patris
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(The Celebront stands and raises his arms.)

Celebrant
{speaking}

Let us rise and pray.
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Almighty Father, bless this house.
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(Charale: "Almighty Father™)
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2. Gloria in Excelsis
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Celebrant (embracing Beys, in shout of praise): Glory to God in the Highest and Peace on Earth to
Men of Cood Will! (He is inierrupted by the “Gloria in Excelsis")
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"Half of the Pecple”
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{During this sequence, the Acolytes plece an elaborate siole on the Celebrants shoulders.)
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(TAPE,

X CREDO

1. Credo in unum Deum

Celebrant f declaiming): 1 believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, and of all things visible and invisible, And in One Loxd...
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(During the foregoing, fowr altar boys bring the Celebrant vessels for
Communion : Monstrance, Chalice, Lavabo-basin, end Sanctus Bell.)
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Kl CFFERTORY (De Profundis, part 2)

(The Boys' Choir files in. carrying lit votive candles. The Celebrant blesses the sacred objects
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Xt THE LORD’'S PRAYER
1. Qur Father . ..

191

{The Celebrant, left alone, goes io the piano, picks owt a melody with one finger, searching it ouwt, end sings

along with it}

Celebrant Slewly, reflectively { as if improvising ) sempre p
-r ) — : : o t ; R ;
e B e e S e S e e
N M L) I ) | v I T i i i ! J
— ! ! 7 - {
Qur Fa-ther, who art in heav - en, Hal-low-&d be Thy name. Thy kingdomcome,

‘One or two choir-boys enter, waitch and listen around

fa bit more motion and  sonority;

the piano..,
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Thy will be done, on earthasitis in heav-en. Give us this day our dai -ly bread
susthen, similarly, 3 clorinetists and a guiterist.}
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194 XV SANCTUS

{As he finishes singing, the Celebranl seizes the Sunctus Bell and rings it loudiv.)

Allegretto con anima ¢ - 138 ® ‘
A Celebrant {shouting) {The Boys' Choir rush onstage.)
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XVE FRACTION: ""Things Get Broken"

long

fOn his last note he hwls the raised sacraments to the
floor. The Chalice is shatiered; the Monstrance s smashed,
There is a stunned silence; and throughout the entire se-
quence no one moves except the Celebrant,who gradually
moves down the stoirs.)
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{He picks up a smashed fragment
and smashes it again.)
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The Boys [ill the aisles, bringing the iouch of peace o the audience.}*

(The Peoys’ Choir descends the steps on either side and into the house.
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* In the original production the Boyvs said *Pass il on'* with each touch.
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